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at once grasped and brought down to the vulva, and thus
speedily completed the delivery. It was a male child, and
had been dead apparently some time. No h&aelig;morrhage what-
ever followed, and the pulse soon became more percept;Lle on
the administration of beef-tea and brandy. The patient has
not had a bad symptom, and is making a good recovery.
The interesting feature of this case is the fact of labour

having been allowed to go on so long without interference, for
experience teaches one that an accoucheur is generally sum-
moned in cases of unavoidable h&aelig;morrhage before the os uteri
is half dilated. It is probable also that the placenta had been
almost centrally implanted over the os, and this must be con-
sidered a rare condition. This case may be said to rest on the
boundary line between those which come under the head of
artificial extraction and spontaneous expulsion of the placenta
before birth. The placental mass was certainly manually re-
moved, but not until the mouth of the womb was fully
dilated; an(ll I have little doubt that in this case nature would
have accomplished the delivery had Wigand’s method of plug-
ging the vagina (and trusting as far as possible to the natural
proces3) been adopted at the commencement of labour. Under
such circumstances the haemorrhage would have been greatly
diminished, and strong uterine action would have been pro-
voked by the use of the tampon. The accurate record of all
such formidable occurrences in parturition is surely a matter
of the deepest interest, when we remember the words of
Naegel&eacute;, that "the very action which nature uses to bring
the cliild into the world is that by which she destroys both it
and its mother."

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
J HENRY E. EASTLAKE, F.K.Q.C.P. &c.
Welbeck-street, Cavendish-square, Nov. 1866.

HENRY E. EASTLAKE, F.K.Q.C.P. &c.

CHOLERA, AND THE DISEASES PREVENTION
ACT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR.,-There is no need for an amending Act to eliminate
the anomaly of the City boards of guardians being the local
authorities for executing the Diseases Prevention Act. Al-

though the medical officer of health of the Commissioners of
Sewers (the nuisances removal authority in the City) has been
in this epidemic virtually powerless, had the Lords of her
Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council willed otherwise
they had the necessary power thereto. In Sect. 11 of the
above-cited Act occur these words:-
Provided moreover that in respect of any place where,

under this Act, the local authority for executing the Nuisances
Removal Act is any other body than the board of guardians or
the overseers of the poor, the Privy Council, if it seeflt, may,
in the manner provided for the exercise of its powers under
the Public Health Act (1858), authorise such other body to be,
instead of the board of guardians &c., the local authority for
executing the Diseases Prevention Act."

Yours obediently,
ROBERT FOWLER, M.D.,

District Medical Officer to East London Union.

Bishopsgate-street Without, Nov. 6th, 1866.

ROBERT FOWLER, M.D.,
District Medical Officer to East London Union.

THE METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW MEDICAL
OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION.

A GENERAL meeting of this Association was held on Tues-
day evening at the Ship Hotel, Charing-cross ; Dr. Joseph
Rogers, president of the Association, occupied the chair.

Among those present were-Dr. Orme Dudfield, Mr. B.

Clarke, Mr. R. Bruce, Mr. Norton, Dr. Andrews, Mr. Sim-
mons, Dr. E. Jones, Mr. Godrich, Dr. Belcher, Dr. Charteris,
Mr. Dixon, Dr. Rivers, Dr. Anstie, Mr. Ernest Hart, Mr.
Moore, Mr. Watson, Mr. J. C. Parkinson, and Mr. Nugent
Charles Walsh.

Dr. ORME DUDFIELD, the hon. secretary, read the quarterly
report of the Council.
The following physicians and surgeons had become honorary

members, namely :-Dr. F. E. Anstie, Dr. A. W. Barclay, Dr.
R. Barnes, Mr. Brvant, Mr. W. Bowman, Dr. Bristowe, Dr.
Burrows, Dr. T. K. Chambers, Sir James Clark, Bart., Mr.
Campbell de Morgan, Dr. Fuller, Dr. Goodfellow. Dr. G.

Harley, Dr. F. Hawkins, Mr. C&aelig;sar Hawkina, Mr. Ernes1
j Hart, Mr. Barnard Holt, Dr..Jenner, Dr. Handneid Jones,
Mr. S. Lane, Mr. Henry Lee, Dr. Lethehy, Sir Ranald Martin,Dr. Murchison, Dr. J. W. Ogle, Mr. Paget, Professor Parkes,Professor Partridge, Dr. Peacock, Dr. Pitman, Mr. G. D. Pol
lock, Mr. Quain, Dr. Richardson, Dr. Burdon-Sanderson, Mr.Shaw, Dr. Sieyeking, -Dr. Stallard, Dr. A. S. Taylor, Mr.
Henry Thompson, Mr. Spencer Wells, and Mr. Erasmus

Wilson.
I The PRESIDENT, in his opening address, stated that the
medical officers were fully aware of the necessity for all the
reforms which had been advocated in workhouse management,
and especially as regarded the management of the pauper sick.
The space of the sick wards was of the first moment, and in
place of the 500 cubic feet to each pauper allowed by the

Poor-law Board, the medical officers maintained that the
minimum should be 1000 cubic feet, and 80 feet of floor space

to each. Then, as to diet, the medical officers desired that
the aged and infirm should have a diet suited to them, butthe guardians would not recognise the claims, and the burden
was thrown upon the medical officer of searching out each
individual case. There should be a uniform diet, and such ano-
malies as that of the paupers of Whitechapel having seven
ounces of meat, when those of Mile-end had much less, should
cease. FIe dwelt upon the position of the Poor-law medical
officers, and the manner in which they had lately been treated
by the guardians. It had been urged upon the Poor-law Board
that the medical officers were overworked while they were
underpaid, and the central authority had urged the appoint-
ment of resident medical officers for the workhouses in place of
the present generally insufficient attendance. The guardians
in some parishes who were at loggerheads with their medical
officers because these gentlemen had persistently ordered
"extras" against the guardians’ wishes, had endeavoured to
comply with the letter of the Poor-law Board’s requirements
by offering to appoint resident medical officers at very inade.
quate salaries in place of the visiting medical gentlemen hold-
ing the appointments at present. He pointed out that such
appointments would leave the sick without any friend like an
independent medical officer between them and the guardians,
who would visit with displeasure any ordering of the extras
now obtained by the sick. In his concluding remarks he ac-
knowledged the arduous labours of the 140 out-door medical
officers of London, who had to visit the sick of 3,000,000 of
people, and had to daily face disease and death.
The adoption of the report was moved and carried unani-

mously.
Mr. BELCHER gave some of his personal experiences of

guardians.
I Mr. BENJAMIN CLARKE addressed the meeting relative to
some transactions respecting the appointment of a resident
medical officer of the workhouse of the East London. Union.
Mr. F. GoDBlCH moved and Dr. ANDREWS seconded the

following resolutions :- -

"1. That this Association would view with deep concern any
attempt to displace any medical officer for other cause than
neglect or disability.

"2. That believing it would be for the good of the Poor-law
medical service that all medical appointments should be held
for life, whereby alone proper independence can be secured,
they earnestly deprecate any interference with the Poor-law
Board’s order of May 25, 1857, an order based upon the recom-
mendation of a select committee of the House of Commons ;
and the true intent and meaning of which is, without doubt,
to assure life tenure of office by all parochial medical officers.

"3. That they believe that the appointment of resident
medical officers only would be injurious to the interests of the
sick poor, whom it is intended to benefit, agreeing as they do
with the opinion that the resident medical officer ’ would be
likely to lose some of his sense of independence, and become
more and more subservient to the vicws of some leading
guardians,’ and that ’hence he might hesitate to discharge
some of the duties of his office (as for example, the ordering
of extras and the removal of noisy lunatics) with proper inde-
pendence.’

"4. For the reasons above stated this Association trust that
the Poor-law Board will maintain in all its integrity their order
of May 25, 1857, the sole safeguard of the medical officer in
the independent discharge of his duty, and at the same time
the best security for the proper treatment of the sick poor."
Mr. ERNEST HART made some observations relative to the

issuing of an order by the Poor-law Board, recommending thatchaplains of workhouses be ex officio members of the boards,
and urged that the medical officers would be at least as useful.
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The resolutions were then carried, with the following ad-
dendum, moved by Mr. E. GODDARD and seconded by Mr.
NORTON :-"That in the opinion of this meeting it is highly
desirable that medical officers should be made ex officio mem-
bers of boards of guardians, in order that their advice may be
always attainable with regard to the questions of medical ma-
nagement which might from time to time occur."
Thanhs were voted to the chairman and officers, and it

having been agreed that a copy of the resolutions should be
sent to the Poor-law Board, the meeting terminated.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS.

ON the 7th inst., in accordance with a resolution passed at s
meeting of Fellows of the College on the 29th ult., a deputa
tion, consisting of Dr. Alderson, Dr. Burrows, Dr. Tweedie,
Dr. Sibson, Dr. Jackson, Dr. Buchanan, and Dr. Markham,
waited upon Sir Thomas Watson, at the College of Physicians,
to present him with a memorial, signed by 189 Fellows of the
College.

Dr. ALDERSON, in presenting the memorial, said : It is a

great satisfaction, Mr. President, to us whom you see around
you to have been nominated, at a large meeting of the Fellows,
to present to you a memorial requesting you to sit to some
celebrated artist for your portrait ; the picture to be placed
within the College, by the side of those of the other distin-
guished men whose portraits now grace our walls. The me-
morial bears the signature of nearly every Fellow of the Col-
lege, and may be considered an heirloom document, to be trans-
mitted to your family as an evidence of the warm feeling of
respect and attachment entertained for you by all the Fellows
of the College.

Dr. PITMAN then read the memorial, as follows :&mdash;" We, the
undersigned Fellows, request you will do us the favour to sit
for a portrait to be placed within the College walls, as the ex-
pression of our regard and esteem, of our high appreciation of

your character and learning, and of our grateful sense of the
many services you have rendered to our College."

Sir THOMAS WATSON replied that it would be difficult, if
not impossible, for him to express in adequate terms his feel-
ings of gratitude at a memorial thus presented to him by so
large a body of men whom he deeply esteemed. More than

forty years had he been connected with the College, and five
years as its president ; and the culminating compliment, the
highest which could be paid to him, was the request he had
now received from the Fellows. " It is always a matter of
pride," said Sir Thomas, "to receive marks of esteem from
those whom we esteem-from gentlemen of social position ;
but especially is it so from members of our own profession. I

hope the deputation will let the Fellows at large know that I
consider this mark of their esteem as the greatest honour which
could be paid to me. Fame and good repute are ofttimes fleet-
ing, and may be soon forgotten ; and few are the men of our
profession who carry their names to posterity in connexion with
literary labours. So changing ever is medicine, that neither
style nor matter can avail to keep our memory alive ; but to be
associated thus with the College by our effigies is to be assured
of a kind of earthly immortality, of which I may well be
proud-and especially proud when the honour is received from
the hands of such a distinguished deputation. It is the greatest
honour which could be paid to me in my old age. I beg the
deputation will themselves receive, and communicate to the
Fellows at large my warmest thanks."

Dr. BuRROws requested, in the name of the Fellows, that the
president should select the artist, but he preferred to leave the
selection with them.

ALLEGED INFRACTION OF THE LUNACY LAWS.

JAMES ALDOUS, of 18, Notting-hill-terrace, appeared at
Bow-street Police-court on Thursday, the 8th inst., to answer
a summons charging him with an infringement of the laws
relating to lunatics or alleged lunatics.
The case was conducted by Mr. Poland, instructed by Mr.

Law, of the firm of Vandercom, Law, and Payne, solicitors to
the Commissioners in Lunacy; and Air. G. H. Lewis, of thefirm of Lewis and Lewis, Ely-place, defended.

Mr. Poland stated that the proceedings were taken at the
instance of the Commissioners in Lunacy, under the 90th see.
of the Act 8 and 9 Vic., c. 100, by which, whenever any one
patient is received to board and lodge in any house as an al-
leged lunatic, it is necessary that the person so receiving him
shall be provided with proper medical certificates, and also with
an order from one of the nearest relatives of the patient. The
receiving a patient without these documents was a misde-
meanour, and every one must agree that it is of the greatest
importance that the regulations should be strictly adhered to.
The defendant was formerly an assistant in a lunatic asylum,
and had since carried on business as a greengrocer, but had left
that business within the last twelve months. In March last a.
patient was sent to defendant’s house to be taken care of, being
obviously unfit to remain at home ; and in September some
communication was made to the Commissioners in Lunacy. On
the 20th of Sept. one of the Commissioners went down to
Aldous’s house, and saw the patient there, when it was found
that the patient was kept there under Aldous’s care, and was
no doubt a proper person to be confined. He had been since
removed to the establishment of Dr. Munro, and hopes were
entertained that under the modern method of treatment he
would recover. Under these circumstances, as the patient had
been confined without the proper authority, the Commissioners
thought it their duty to take these proceedings. It should be
observed that if more than one patient were taken, a licence for
the house would also be required. He had purposely abstained
from mentioning the name of the patient, as in the event of
his recovery, it might be distressing to him that his name should
have been made public in these proceedings.
Evidence being called in support of the facts as above stated,

Mr. Lewis cross-examined the witnesses, in order -to show
that at the time when the patient was removed to Mr. Aldous’s
house he was not of unsound mind, though, from one act, it
was apprehended that he might become so. Mr. James Reeves
Traer, of 47, Hans-place, under whose advice the patient’s
friends had acted, but who stated that he was not at the time
aware of any infraction of the law, had, with his partner, Mr.
Hayden, the medical care of the patient, whose condition he
described as "showing symptoms of incipient mental dis-
turbance." He would not say that the patient was of unsound
mind at this time, but he became so about the latter end of
July or early part of September.

Sir Thomas Henry said in that case the form should have
been complied with the moment the patient became insane.
Mr. Thomas Martin, chief clerk in the office of the Com-

missioners in Lunacy, proved that the defendant had no
licence for his house, and that the proper order and certificate
for one lunatic had not been returned up to Sept. 24th. A
certificate order had been tendered on the 22nd, but refused.
Mr. Lewis, in consequence of an observation of the learned

chief magistrate that he was not trying the case, remarked
that if his worship thought a pri7jidfacie case was established
he should not now enter into the defence, though he should
have much to say at the proper time. For instance, it would
be a question if it was ever communicated to defendant that

the patient had become insane.Sir Thomas Henry reminded Mr. Lewis that the amount
paid was high. It was f:6 per week.

Mr. Lewis : True ; but there was an entire furnished house
in Notting-hill-terrace, and, besides defendant, there was
another person to keep, an attendant.

Sir Thomas Henry said that was matter for arrangement
before a jury. He should commit defendant for trial, but
would take bail in two sureties of &pound;40, and one of 980.

Bail was at once provided.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OCR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

BIRMINGHAM has this year again answered nobly to the appeal
made on behalf of her medical charities. On the last Sunday
in October, Hospital Sunday, as it is called, &pound;3666 was col-

lected in the various churches and chapels for the Queen’s Hos-
pital. This sum, however, does not represent the total amount
that the hospital will receive, for this year an appeal has been
made through the licensed victuallers, and every public-house
has been supplied with a collecting card. It is anticipated that
some &pound;500 will in this way be collected for the hospital, from
the pockets of a class who do not always take the opportunity


